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Bulletin. 


The Bulletin is issued four times a year, and is sent 
free of charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the 
funds of the Diocesan Association. Others who wish 
for the Magazine can obtain it from the Organising 
Secretary on payment of 2/- per annum (to include 
postage). Residents in Canada, Australia or New 
Zealand, however, should apply to the respective Sec- 
retaries in those countries, whose names appear eae 
the front cover of the Magazine. 


THE LETTER. 


CHENGTU, SZECHWAN, 
CHINA. 


13th August, 1935. 


My Dear FRIENDS, 

_ My first word in writing to you once more must 
be one of thankfulness, both for your earnest 
prayers on our behalf and for the wonderful answers 
which have been vouchsafed. When last I wrote 
this Letter the prospect was dark and uncertain. 
At the present time, as far as Szechwan is con- 
cerned, it can be said truly that it is a long time 
since the general situation was so free from cause 
for immediate anxiety. 


The Political Situation.—This has changed 
enormously during the last two or three months, 
owing to the presence of the Generalissimo Chiang 
Kiai-shih, who has waged a vigorous and so far 
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~ successful campaign against the Communist armies 


~d 


since his arrival about two and a half months ago. 


‘His coming with a large staff and numerous reliable 


troops has enheartened the whole province to an 
almost incredible degree. He and Madame Chiang, 
as elsewhere, have gained the entire confidence of 
all sections of the community, and this, not only on 


- aceount of their ability and skill, but more because 
of: their outstanding character. The populace, for 


once at least, is persuaded that here are leaders who 
are entirely devoted to their interest, and who are 


willing to make sacrifices and to undergo hardship 
and encounter danger on their behalf. Whatever 


the ultimate significance may be, the people of 
Szechwan in general and of Chengtu in particular 
are delighted at all the signs pointing to a lengthy 
stay of General and Mrs. Chiang in this region. 
There does not seem to be any room for doubt that 


if the Generalissimo is given liberty of action and 


left free from other distractions, the task to which 
he has put his hand will be brought before very long 


to a successful conclusion, and the invaders who 


have harassed the province during recent years will 
be entirely eliminated. To discuss the probability 
or otherwise of this opportunity being given to 
General Chiang would be to enter the field of inter- 


nal politics, and that would not be fitting in this 
place. | 


The Red armies have now been driven to the 
far north-west of the province and are seeking to 
enter Kansu and Tsinghai, apparently with the 
intention of finding refuge in Sinkiang, where they 
may be tolerated even if they are not welcomed. 

None of our stations are now occupied by the 
enemy, nor indeed is he near enough to any to be a 


cause of apprehension. Nearly all the places have 


been re-occupied by workers, and after the great 
heat is over the missionaries will be free to return 
to their stations. Such a change in the condition 
of things would have been incredible when last I 
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wrote, and our gratitude to Almighty Goa is 


accordingly great. Our prayers are needed that the 


general situation throughout the country may not 
divert the forces now engaged in the task of restor- 
ing law and order, and so bring about a recurrence 
of distress. 

The coming of the Generalissimo has resulted 
not only in the anti-Communist campaign being 


‘more successfully prosecuted, but also in the great 


curse of militarism in Szechwan being dealt with. 
The provincial armies, who for so many years have 
sucked the life blood of the people, are being greatly — 
reduced in numbers and their functions definitely 
restricted. One indirect result is that we have now 
a definite prospect of recovering possession ‘Sf the 
Mission House in Mienyang, illegally occupied by 
the local General for the past nine years. 

Personal Movements.—In the nature of the 


~ ease these have been more restricted than usual as 


far as the Diocese is concerned, but if the present 


situation holds, the coming autumn and winter 


will afford ample opportunity for all possible 
activity. . During May I paid a visit to Mienchu 
and its out-stations, as that seemed to be the region 
where such a visit would be most appreciated. 

was not far from the front line just then, and it 


- was possible to carry out a ministry that ordinary 
times would preclude. It also served to bring proof 


to thé Chinese Christians, who were still in their 


homes in that region, that the missionary evacua- 


tion had not been quite as complete as some of 
them imagined. Mr. Sherwood, who accompanied 
me, remained there after I returned to Chengtu, 


and Mr. Maxwell later paid a lengthy visit to the 


same churches, . 
Shortly after my return to Chengtu it was 


necessary to leave in order to attend a Meeting of 


the House of Bishops in Shanghai on June 2\st. 


_ Although I was in Shanghai for only two days, this — 


involved continuous travel for just over a month, a 
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period consid ’ ably shortened by being able to take 


- advantage of the air service between Chengtu and 


Chungking. There is now an aeroplane making the 


return journey daily between these places, a state — 


of affairs which undoubtedly will cause our mission- 
ary colleagues now retired to envy our good fortune 
se o hey recollect the days and weeks of weary travel 
hich they had to submit. 
Whilst in Shanghai I had the privilege of a 
ong interview with the Rev. G. W. Gibb, who has 


’ recently become the General Director of the China 


Inland Mission and for whom, in his wider res- 
ponsibility, I would bespeak your prayers. Mr. 
Gibb gave the fullest and most sympathetic con- 
sideration to proposals regarding the work of the 


Mission in the east of the Diocese and gave an. 


undertaking for a fully accredited representative of 
the executive to be present at the important gather- 


ing to be held (D.V.) in Chiihsien during October. 


The Bishops at their gathering dealt with many 


important matters, first of all electing Bishop Tsen © 


Ho-p’u as the Diocesan Bishop of Honan. Bishop 
Tsen has served for some years as Assistant Bishop 
in that Diocese and proved in every way his fitness 
to occupy the more responsible post. His election 
as the first Chinese Diocesan has encouraged those 
of us who feel strongly that wherever it is possible 


The main reason for Bishop Ku and myself 
taking the long journey to attend this meeting 


our Chinese-colleagues should be entrusted with the 
highest authority in the Church. 


was to bring before the House the general ques- 


tion of the division of the Diocese. After formal 


statements from us, followed by a long and detailed © 
discussion, a formal resolution was passed declaring 


it to be desirable that the Diocese should be divided 
as soon as possible, and the Chairman of the House 
was requested to discuss this question with the 


authorities of the China Inland Mission, who are 


in complete sympathy with this proposal. 
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This i is a enastich which has been debated for 
‘medley years, and my experience convinces me that 
adequate episcopal oversight cannot be given until 
division takes place. The cordial welcome that has 
béen uniformly accorded me in every part of the | 
Diocese, and the delightful friendships which have 
been formed, will only make the carrying out of 
this: proposal. a matter of no small personal sacrifice, 
but the interests of the work must be ‘paramount 
over personal position or desires. It is only the 
principle of division that has so far gained official | 
approval. Much remains to be done before it can 
become an accomplished fact, and this cannot well 
take place before the General Synod two years 

hence. I would ask that earnest prayers may be | 
offered that this most important matter may be 
entirely under God’s guidance—especially that the 
man of God’s choice may be forthcoming 1 in due 


time. 


Relief of Distressed Christians.—-The account 
sent by Mr. Bazire of conditions in the Paoning- 
Pachow area is typical of a much wider region, — 
and it will be evident how great the need is tur 
help among these our brethren who have suffered 
so severely owing to the Red invasion. Much has 
already been done, and we are deeply grateful to 
those who have enabled relief to be given; but much 
more remains to be attempted. Destroyed buildings - 
cannot be immediately restored, and perhaps it is 
not desirable that first consideration should be 
given to this circumstance, but we do earnestly 
ask those of our friends who are able, to entrust us 


with the means to bring the necessities of life to _ 


many who, through no fault of their own, are in 
dire want. Funds available are rapidly approach- 
ing the point of exhaustion and the coming months, 
with food prices soaring in the places where need is 
greatest, will see much distress. 


hia of Chinese Workers.—Of late this 
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question has been much to the fore in the Christian 


Church in China. Undoubtedly our greatest need is 


the raising up of a body of men and women called 
of God, devoted entirely to His service, and ade- 


quately fitted for positions .of leadership. Con- 


ferences have recently been held both in Szechwan 


and other privinces under the leadership of Dr. 


Weigle. In Szechwan it is hoped that a co-operative 
venture will be made to train young men of a 
definite educational standard, and details are in 
process of being worked out. It will not be possible 
immediately to put any umion scheme into opera- 
tion, and meanwhile, under Mr. Maxwell’s leader- 
ship, an Evangelists’ Training Class is to be opened 
during the coming autumn at Mienchu or Sintu, 
according to circumstances. A few young men have 
been already accepted as members of the class, 
which will, we hope, be conducted for a year to give 
theological instruction and practical training. It is 
not expected that all these young men will become 
salaried workers; it is desired to encourage those 
also to come for instruction who will return to their 
ordinary business and give more efficient and fruit- 
ful service in the work of their local church. The 
class will serve not only for instruction but also for 
testing, and we look forward to the production 
through its means of the leaders of which the 


church is in great need. . 


For women evangelists, a share is being taken | 
in the school to be definitely opened a few weeks — 
hence here in Chengtu under the auspices of most 


of the Churches in Szechwan. My wife will be a 


member of the staff and missionaries of the China 


_Inland Mission, West Szechwan, will serve also. 


Up to the present, of our own Church, only two 
young women are students of the school, but we are 
hoping that as the opportunity becomes known the 
response will be more adequate. This important 
matter of training I would earnestly ask to be 
included in your intercessions. _ 
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East and North Joint Sub-Synod.—Although 


arrangements have been made at different times 
during these two years to hold Sub-Synods, it has 
not been possible to carry them out. We are pro- 
posing (D.V.) to gather together towards the end 
of October in Chiihsien. This gathering will be a 
joint meeting of the two Sub-Synods of the East 
and North of the Diocese. There are many important | 
questions that we shall have to discuss, particularly 
those of self-support and Chinese leadership. Plans 
for restoration of work in the regions that have - 
long been under Red domination, but are now free, 
will also have to be formed and we would seek your 
help in prayer that everything may be done in 
accordance with God’s will. — | 
Miss Darby.—The Home Call of this devoted 
missionary was announced in the last issue of the 
** Bulletin,’’ but I feel I must claim the privilege of 
a word in her memory. The news of her passing 
came to me as a great shock when I was in Mienchu 
_ at the end of May. It is a very happy recollection 
that I have of Miss Darby, whom I met in Chiihsien 
last year and with whom I travelled to Tachu. Not 
only was she full of zeal, but her ability and accept- 
ance with the people were outstanding. To our 
human eyes she seemed essential to the work and 
- just at the stage in her career when she was of the 
highest usefulness. We can only thank God for her 
and trust that others of like mind and fidelity may 
be raised up to follow in her train. 
Yours faithfully 11 in Christ’s service, 
JOHN Hoxpen, 
Bishop. 


FROM PAONING TO PACHOW. 
Starting on July 5th, some two months after 


the Reds had vacated this eastern side of the 
Province, Dr. Gray and I spent three weeks touring 
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the district ‘between Paoning aiid Pachow. Some 
_ 300- miles were covered in visiting eleven centres. 


Our object was threefold, namely, to exercise a 
spiritual ministry, to assess damage to property and — 
to secure lists of needy church_ members with a 
view to administering relief funds. | 

Pastor Yang is at work at Ts’ienfuhch’ang and 
Evangelist Liu at Tanishan, but otherwise the dis- 
trict is devoid of church workers, whether Chinese 
or foreign, and even many of the local population 
have yet to return from the four quarters to which 
they scattered before the last Red advance. 

Scarcely a city, village or farmstead but bears 


its scars, and I am tempted. to add that the Reds | 


and the ‘provincial armies share about equally the 
honours for wanton destruction of property. The 
Communistic slogans carved deep into the face of 


monuments and cliffs will provide a_ lasting 


memento of the Red incursion, for even though 
they are being obliterated and other slogans being 
substituted, the successive scarring of the surface | 
of once beautiful monuments has rendered them an 
eyesore. At least temporarily, the Reds have 
effected a levelling of all classes to a common 
standard, for the poorest stayed by their property 
throughout the Red occupation and were able to © 
reap their harvests. while the wealthier not only 
had their homes plundered, but returned too late 
in the season to plant out more than three-tenths 
of their acreage. Thus for the time being poverty 
is almost universal. 

The following is a summary of the condition 


of the eleven churches up to the time of our visit: 


1. Buildings fit for use and regular services 


2. Buildings unusable, and regular services ‘ 
being maintained in makeshift premises 2 


8. Buildings unusable and active church life — 
‘temporarily not functioning... 
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It will be seen that in the majority of cases 
active church life was reinstated immediately upon 
the return of the church members to their home 
districts—and this in spite of extreme poverty, 
plundered homes, barren farmlands, partially or 
wholly wrecked churches and a complete absence 
of outside leadership. There can be no further need 
of evidence that church affiliations represent a 
— and highly prized factor in these people’s 

ves. 
| Two of the four centres where no services were 
held were Hua-tsong-ya and Liu-lin-pu. I called 
together the Christians of these places and discussed 
with them the possibility of meeting in temporary 
quarters. The outcome was that the home of a 
Christian in each of these two places has been 
thrown open for church: services to be held, with 
the further arrangement that once a month they 
will have a combined service. Feeling that it was 
important to do more than merely discuss the 
problem, we altered our itinerary so as to spend a 
Sunday in the home at Hua-tsong-ya which is to 
serve temporarily as a church centre, and actually 
initiated the new order of things. Special prayer is 
needed for these two places, and for Kai-yuen- 
ch’ang and Ilong, where it was not considered pos- 
sible to make such arrangements. The Christians 
at these last seemed sincere enough, but a church 
cannot abandon its corporate life for long without 
endangering its spiritual stability. At Kai-yuen- 
ch’ang the situation should not be difficult to solve, 
but at Llong, where the premises are a complete 
wreck, I cannot foretell’ what provision may be 

Perhaps the most gallant struggle against odds 
is being: made at Pachow. | Soldiers occupy the 
ladies’ compound and the other is almost a complete . 
wreck. We stayed in one pokey little building 
which also had to house our coolies and two poverty- 
stricken refugee families, and at the same time do 
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duty as church centre. Picture a ramshackle room 
of fairly large dimensions. One complete wall is 
lacking and has been replaced by a length of mat- 
ting. At one end is a rough cooking stove where a 
constant succession of meals is being cooked. In 
the body of the room are the church ‘‘pews’’ which 
consist. of long rafters from the wrecked buildings © 
supported on piles of bricks from the same source. 


At the top end is a table which does service by day 


as Communion Table and dining table for three 
relays of meals, and at night as a bed. Here the 
church holds its services and over the door is pasted 
a clean, gaily-coloured sheet of paper—the one 
bright note in a dingy enough atmosphere—bearing 
the words, ‘‘ Bestow Grace Hall.’’ .There you have 
epitomized the triumphant optimism of these amaz- 
ing people. But for that sheet of paper with its 
message you might have thought you had to do 


with a smelly, damp, crowded, fly-ridden, make- 


shift hotel. But these people ‘‘ look not on the 
things*that are seen,’’ and one catches their spirit 
and enters the doorway with the thought: ‘‘ This 
is none other but the house of God, and this is the | 
gate of heaven.’’ One goes to these people to teach 
and inspire them and one comes away feeling that, 
all unconsciously, they have given more than they © 
have received. 

Probably every church has suffered numerical 
loss both in respect of those slaughtered on the 
spot and those carried away as conscripts of the Red 
army. At Hua-tsong-ya, the man who is now offer- _ 


ing temporary accommodation for the church lost 


his only two sons. At Ilong one poor fellow felt 
that he must bear a Christian witness before the — 
Reds. He secured an interview with a Red officer 


pind began somewhat after this fashion: ‘“You know 


this wholesale slaughter in which you Reds are 
engaged is an offence against the God of Heaven.’’ 
This pill, totally devoid of. sugar coating, was 
scarcely likely to be palatable to a man to whom 
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religion, even when tactfully presented, was 
anathema. Not many moments later the witness 
had become a martyr. Another Christian of the 
same district had a happier experience. A Red 
soldier came into his home to idle away some time. 
Noticing copies of the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed 
pasted upon the wall, the soldier inquired their 
meaning. Somewhat falteringly the Christian began 
to explain, but before he had gone far the soldier 
leant across and whispered, ‘‘I know—I’m a 
Christian too—but don’t tell anyone I said so.’ 
Then, as though conscious of having committed an 
indiscretion, he rose and hurried away. 

The leading i impressions which I gained on this 
trip, and which may serve to stimulate prayer and 
praise, are as follows :— 

(1) For the most part the Christians gave 
evidence of a sturdy virile spiritual experience that 
augurs well for the future. 

(2) The number of the catechumenate through- 
out this district must almost equal that of the 
baptised membership. What a harvest for someone. 
to gather! 

(3) In spite of other traits, ‘the 
Chinese Christians seem to lack all sense of res- 
ponsibility for teaching these beginners—and the 
salaried staff of clergy and evangelists sei 
cannot cover the ground. = 

(4) At one place after another the remark was 
made to me: ‘‘ The attitude of outsiders is more 
friendly to-day than perhaps ever before.’ 

(5) Fresh centres are in process of opening up 
re groups of Christians, who in the past have had 

journey very long distances to church, are now 
fool ng strong enough to inaugurate their own local 
church unit. This spontaneous expansion of the 
Christian Church (which is by no means confined to 
this one district) is the healthiest thing I have 
come across so far in China. On the one hand it 
needs. to be kept strictly what it now is—a 
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spontaneous movement, on the other hand there is 
a-crying need for a few specially trained and gifted 
workers to steer this movement along the most 
profitable channels. What an opportunity for some 
wise master-builders! 
R. V. BAZIRE. 


STATION NOTES. 

The C.I.M. part of the Diocese is at last, after 
some years of bitter suffering on the part of the 
people, free from the Communist armies, the Reds 
having gone to the west. We rejoice in the depar- 
ture of these evil men, but we grieve for the 
churches in the C.M.S. and other areas now experi- 
encing the same horrors that we have had for so 
long. I suppose that it will never be known how 
many tens of thousands of unfortunate people were — 
killed by the Reds while they were here. Mr. Bazire 
and Dr. Gray were able to visit Paoning, Nanpu, 
Ts’ien-fuh-chang and Pachow and some out-stations 
in July, and Dr. Gray reports tremendous damage 
to premises in most of the out-stations, and also 
famine conditions needing relief—in parts nine- 
tenths of the fields are uncultivated. He wrote from 
-Hwatsungchang and said: ‘‘ The building here has 
a roof (more or less) still, but nothing else—no 
walls even.’’ A later message says: ‘‘ Re our tour 
so far—Church material—tremendous damage in 
most places. Of eight T’angs (Church premises) 
visited we had to live outside in five cases. Church 
spiritual life quite encouraging in most places.”’ ° 


Day 1. Langchung (Paoning). 
‘| No missionaries are back in residence here yet. 
The mission houses have been thoroughly lootedeof— 
all that was left behind when the missionariés had 
to flee, but beyond that not much material damage 
_. has been done to the premises: The electrie light 
plant:at the hospital. was: ruined.. The: :hangmg 
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lamps and some curtains were stolen from the 
Cathedral. and a few windows were broken, but not 
much harm was done to the building. 


Tanishan.—Miss Gowar and Miss White are 
still at Chungking with the orphans, suitable 
‘premises having been kindly lent by the Methodist 
Episcopal Mission there. The Orphanage building 
at Tanishan has not suffered much, but the church 
and missionaries’ house were severely damaged. 
The premises at I-lung have been partially burnt. 
Evangelist Liu writes that in most of the out- — 
stations there is now no place in which the Chris- 
tians can meet for worship. - 


Day 2. Ts’ien-fuh-ch’ ang, 

Pastor Yang is now here and writes that many 
new families are being instructed in the Gospel. 
There are no pews in the church and the Christians" 
have to try to borrow benches for the services. 
Great damage has been done and all woodwork. has 
taken from the church. 


~~ This place suffered so much at the time of the 
former occupancy of the Reds that there was not 
much opportunity for doing more damage this time. © 
However, we now hear that all furniture has dis- 
appeared and that most of the trees on ‘the hill at 
the back have been chopped down. The poverty 
‘and distress of the Christians is pitiable. Forty. 
to service when Pastor Yang passed througa 


recently. 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. | 

Pastor S. T. Yang ‘i his family have just 
returned to this place after fleeing from city to city 
from the advancing Reds. They went to one city 
only to find that the Reds were pressing on just 
behind them, and so they had to escape to another, 
and this harrowing experience was repeated several 
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times. Altogether they travelled 500 English miles. 

When they arrived at Kwangyuan on their return, 
orders were given to the soldiers to vacate the 
Pastor’s rooms. He writes that the Christians have 
all returned. Miss Mitchell, who has returned from 
furlough, has not been able to proceed to Kwang- 
yuan. Miss Carpenter is at present in Tienkiang, 
and Miss Walton is in the west. The plans for 


occupying Kienko (Chienchow) in the Name of the 


Lord have, of necegsity, all fallen to the ground. 


Day 5. Pachung (Pachow),. 
The buildings have suffered great damage and 


a only the shells of the Boys’ School (of late years 


used as the church) and the Mission House (men’s) 
remain standing. Some of the Christians have gone 
back but no missionaries or Chinese workers have 
been able to go there to reside. Report says that 
hardly any fields are under cultivation. 


Day 6. Nanpu. 


A few Christians have been wor- 
ship’ in the home of one of their number. The 
church is just an empty building—no pulpit, no 
pews, nor Communion Table. _ 


Fu-tsun-yi.—Here, as in many other places, 


the soldiers were worse than the Communists. They 


thoroughly looted the place when they retired 
before the Reds, including the dispensary where 
many of them had been treated by Miss Culverwell 
and Miss Lloyd. They took all books as well, 

though they could not have been any possible use — 
to them. Dr. Gray happened to arrive there when © 
the soldiers were stripping the place and saw officers 
carrying off dolls with great glee. Evangelist An 
is there now, but the ladies are for the present in 


Chungking, though they are to return to 


their home. 


The Reds did not get here and Mr. and Mrs. 
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Denham and Mr. Lloyd have now settled in again, 
Mr. Pateman remaining in Shunking (Nanchung), 
to give needed help there. There is distinct en- 


couragement and cause for thankfulness to God. 


Attendances at Sunday services are very good; the 
preaching shop is crowded all day.on market days 


(two or three a week) and hundreds hear the Gospel — 


there weekly. Some have shown real interest and 
_ have started coming regularly. Two families have 
recently burnt their idols. Dr. Parke has paid a 
long visit of nearly two months to this centre and 
has seen patients daily in the dispensary. His 
work has been greatly appreciated, and the patients 


have had the Gospel preached to them. The need 


of more medical work is great indeed. Each county 
should have at least one hospital. Fifty-two hos- 
pitals and, say, 104 doctors, would not be thought 
too many for the whole of England and Wales, but 
we are very far from that ideal here. In the 28 
counties of the Northern and Eastern Sub-synod 
areas there are two hospitals, Paoning (looted and 
closed) and Liangshan, and three medical workers, 
Drs. Gray, Parke and Jackson. Two hospitals and 
three doctors for half of England! Moreover, here 
communications are of the most primitive kind. 


Thirty miles a day is good going, though more | 


can be done if a patient has broken his leg or is 
dying of typhoid. 

| Yingshan.—No missionaries have yet been able 

to return, Miss Allen and Miss Warren being still 


at Hochow. Mr. Carpenter has visited the city and _ 
the country out-stations and one family burnt its — 


idols. Mr. Ho, the Chowkow Evangelist, has just 
visited the Yingshan out-stations, where his home 
is. He reports that the Christians suffered terribly 
at the hands of the soldiers, who stole their pigs, 
grain and vegetables, and burnt their doors and 
windows and furniture. He says that they are in 
a condition of most appalling want and he does 
not know how they can live. | 
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Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 

Since the return of the missionaries after their 
short absence, work has gone on as usual. Miss 
Begemann was seriously ill with relapsing fever, 
but in God’s mercy made a good recovery. Mr. 
Hannah was compelled to go to Chungking for 
dental purposes. (Of course there are no dentists 
in the above-mentioned 28 counties.) Mr. Parsons © 
is at Shanghai till after the summer. He has re- 
signed the superintendency of the district and Mr. | 
Hannah has been appointed in his place. Church © 
_work has been going on encouragingly and Sunday 
congregations are good. 

The sufferings of the believers hae been 
referred to in the above, but it must not be 
imagined that they were specially singled out for 
persecution. Christians and heathen suffered alike, 
and these short accounts must be multiphed a 
thousand-fold if any true estimate of the havoc 
wrought by the murderous Reds and brutal soldiers 
is to be formed. 


Days 9, 10, 11, 12. The B.C.M.S. stations of. 
Kwangan, Yochih, Kuan-in-Koh and Linshui. 
The Chinese workers have been carrying on as 
usual and Kwangan and Linshui, where there have 
been a few baptisms, report progress. Miss D. D. 
Wang, the newly-appointed Biblewoman, has 
visited all the stations and has had encouraging 
times. Foreign missionaries are still needed for this 
district. These three counties must be added to 
the number of those where there is no hospital and 
no doctor. Of course it is understood that mission 
hospitals and doctors are referred to. There are 
Chinese doctors. 


Day 20. Mowchow. | | 
: Varying reports are received from time to 
time as to conditions in this city, and it is very 
difficult to ascertain the facts. Communists have 
been in occupation but it is hoped that they have 
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now left. is for the little 
that its members may have faith and courage to 
carry them through this time of trial. 


Day 21. P’ing Wu. 
Mr. Bazire hopes to return soon, even if only 
for a short time. 


Day 22. Ghongpa. 

~ The Reds have left, but during their short 
occupation they did considerable damage. Most of 
the population evacuated the city before they 
entered, and great loss of life was thus avoided. 
~The church premises were looted and most of the 
Christians have lost everything except what they 
were able to take away with them. . 


Day 23. Mienchow. | 

More settled conditions now prevail. ~The Rev. 
Wu Shuen-hsi has returned, with several of the 
scholars, who are anxious to make up the studies 
which were so suddenly interrupted. These boys 
and girls are working all through the great heat 
so as not to get behind with their school work. Miss 
Mannett hopes to join them almost immediately, 
and help Mr. hfe with the classes. 


Mr. Moh Hsii-kwang ee returned to his work 
in this city. He is of a very cheerful disposition 
and will do much to keep up the courage of the 
=! and help the werk to go forward. 


The Bishop paid a visit é Mienchu in May, 
and stayed long enough to visit some of the out- 
stations, holding a Confirmation Service in one of 
them. The Christians were greatly encouraged by 
his visit, and incidentally he was able to use his 
influence with the military, who were casting 
envious ‘eyes upon the church property. Mr. 


_ Maxwell also went for a few days, and at present = 


Mr. Sherwood is there, holding the fort and keeping 
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the work dn Dr. Billington has fant returned 
to the hospital, and Dr. Ho is with him. Miss 
Stewart and Miss Parker hope to return after the 


summer holidays. 


The church here is in great need of a spiritual 


‘revival. Please pray for it. 


Mr..J enkins, of the Church Army, has been 
able to return to this place. There is a flourishing 
church and many keenly interested friends con- 
nected with the official classes are looking to the 
Christians for help and inspiration in this time of 
stress and strain. 


Day. 28. Sintu. 
Pastor Wang, formerly of Anhsien, is now in 


charge of the church, and his quiet courage and 


stedfast faith were a great help to the scholars and 
teachers of the Mienchow schools, who found a 
temporary refuge on the church compound. This 
station is only 40 li (about 13 miles) from Chengtu, 

so it would be fairly easy for the people to escape 
to the capital in case of an advance by the Reds. 

Watch towers have been built every few li along 


the main road, and great preparations have been 


made for defence. 


Day 29. Chongkiang. 


‘The pastor and workers have returned to this 
station, and conditions are comparatively quiet. 
Please pray that the Christians may keep the en- 
thusiasm for- which the church in this place has 
always been noted, and that the work of evan- 
gelism may go ‘forward as usual. 


Day 30. CGhengtu. 


The great event of the last few months has 
been the arrival in Chengtu of General Chiang 


_ Kai-shek. He was given a great welcome, and did 
not hesitate from the very first to identify himself 
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with the Christians. In a special gathering for 
missionaries he thanked them for all they had done 
for China, and expressed the hope that they would 
stay in this land and give him all the help possible 
in his campaign for righteousness. He hopes to 
| pr in Chengtu for a year or so, and try to “‘ clean 
up the Province. 

The work among students in the University 
continues to be encouraging, and there have been 
further definite conversions. 


PERSONAL NOTES. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Frank Houghton, who hate 
been visiting China, expect to reach this country 
during the first week in October. They have not 
only visited the Diocese, but also many other parts 
of the country and Mr. Houghton has taken part 
in the spiritual ministry at several of the sanatoria 
during the summer months. 


The Rev. R. V. Bazire and Dr. Max re have 
been visiting the area devastated by the Com- 
munists Their report has many encouraging 
- elements, but especially it is a matter for thanks- 
giving that the churches have to a large extent 
maintained their witness during these days of test- 
ing. Much damage has been done to property, but 
Pe the whole there is a hopeful outlook for the 
uture. 


The Rev. T.E. Benson has, for the time being, 
been sent to the Province of Honan to help in some 
special work of Bible teaching amongst the well-to- 
do people there who are showing | a keen interest 
in the Christian faith. 


The Rev. Sir Montagu Beauchamp, Bart., is 
now visiting the Diocese. He has had some inter- 
esting experiences in. Honan and Shans, and was 
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looking locward greatly to the renewal of his ac- 


quaintance with his old Province of Szechwan. 


Rev. and Mrs. Funnell are sailing (D.V.) on 
October 17th for New Zealand, and hope later to 
return to the Diocese from there. : 


Mr. W. R. Clark had an unfortunate experience 
in falling into the hands of robbers when he was 


travelling, but was wonderfully delivered. The 


robbers who had seized him heard the sound of © 


bugles and fled, leaving their prisoner free, and Mr. 


Clark was able to resume his journey. 


Mrs. Bevan, and other missionaries from Liang- 
shan, had a rather alarming experience by two 


robberies in their bungalow near the city while 


they were in residence. They suffered no personal: 
violence, but were robbed of some of their posses- 
sions, and had it not been for the restraining hand 


of God upon the robbers things might have been 


somewhat serious. 


Archdeacon and Mrs. Donnithorne are now in 
England on furlough. 


Mr, John Rudd, who, as Secretary-Chauffenr, 
was of the greatest possible help to Bishop Mowll 
and afterwards to Bishop Holden, has also returned 
home for a time before taking up other work. 


Dr. and Mrs. J. H. Lechler and Miss M. E. 
Goudge, now on furlough in this country, and Miss 
M. Armfield, who is in Australia, are all hoping to 
return to-the Diocese shortly. 


A little son was born recently to the Rev. and 


F. A. Smalley. 


Dr. Norman Parfit and Miss Jessie Brown, who- 
are looking forward to work in Chengtu in connec- 
tion with the C.M. S., were married in Oxtord on 
29th last. 
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Miss Streeter has been ill in Chengtu, but Dr. 
Anderson hoped that complete rest and quiet for 
some weeks would result in a good recovery. 


Dr. H. CG. Anderson, while in Shanghai with 
his wife on their way back to Chengtu, was asked 
by very high authority to travel there at once in 
the Generalissimo’s aeroplane to attend Madame 
Chiang Kai Shih, who was ill. He reached Chengtu 
36 hours after leaving Shanghai, the actual flying 
time for the journey being under twelve hours— 
an amazing difference from the slow travel up the 
Yang-tse of only a few years ago! 


It is with great regret that we have to record | 
the death, on September 9th, 1935, of the Rev. 
J. H. Horsburgh, who, as a member of the C.M.S. 
-Mid-China Mission, was the first missionary to visit 
what is now the C.M.S. area of the Diocese. Mr. 
Horsburgh was so impressed with the need of the 
people that, on his return to England, he obtained 
the permission of the Society to open up work 
there, and led the first party of C.M.S. missionaries 
into the district at the end of 1891. A small book 
which he published some years ago, entitled ‘‘ Do 
Not Say,’’ was the means, under God, of leading 
_ many young people to consider seriously the claims 
of missionary work overseas. During his later 
vears, Mr. Horsburgh has been living in retirement 
at Harwell, near Didcot, where he has been buried 


beside his wife. 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 

The monthly Prayer Meetings will be resumed — 
(D.V.) on Tuesday, October 1st, 1935, and will 
again be held at the offices (by their kind permis- 
sion) of the Church Association, 14, Buckingham 


Street, Strand (close to Charing Cross Under- 
ground Station and the Embankment Gardens), 
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St. Stephen’s, E. Putney .. 


from 3 to 4 p.m. on the first Tuesday in each month. 
The dates are: October 1st, November 5th, Decem- 


ber 3rd, 1935; January 7th, February 4th, March — 
8rd and April 7th, 1936. 


It is earnestly hoped that 


friends within easy reach of London will do ‘their 
best to attend as often as possible. The needs of 
the Diocese are also remembered at local peayer 


Meetings as under :— 


Emmanuel, Wimbledon 
Haling Hall, Croydon 
St. Muichael’s, Braintree 
Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... 
St. Peter’s, Southborough... 


Thorsden, Guildford Road, 
Woking .... 


Christ Church, Beckenham... 
St. James’, Dover ... 
St. Mark’s, Preston . 
Dunston, Lincs. 


Christ Church, Richmond .. 
(Surrey) 


Parish Church, Sevenoaks... 
St. John’s, Ealing ... 


Pettaugh, Stowmarket 
Union Hall, Dover ... 
Reigate Parish Church 
Christ Church, Barnet 
Ferndown, Dorset 

St. Cuthbert’s Preston 


St. Luke’s, Chadderton 


1st Tuesday, afternoon. 

.. lst Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
... lst Friday, 8.15 p.m. 

... Ist Saturday, evening. 


Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 


4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 
Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 


3rd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 
4th Friday. 


.. 4th Sunday, evening service. 
.. Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
.. Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 
. Fridays, 8 p.m. (excert Ist 


Friday). 
Fridays (two meetings). 


... Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 
Christ Church, Blackpool ... 


Fridays, 7 p.m. 


.. Friday, evening. 
“as Saturdays, evening. 


.. 4th Saturday. 
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Day. 


1. 


17. 


SS 


PRAYER CYCLE. 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS’ IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

SINTIENTSI. 

KWANGYUAN, KIENKO (CHIENCHOW). 
PACHUNG (PACHOW). 

NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, SINCHENPA. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW.. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING). 

KWANGAN. 


. YOCH’IH. 


KUAN-IN-KOH. 

LINSHUI. 
CHUHSIEN, T'U-CH'L. 

TACHU. 

TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUANHAN (TUNGHSIANG) 
LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 

KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 
WANHSIEN- SHIH 


FENGKIEH (KWEIFD), -YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. 


MOWCHOW. 

P’ING-WU (LONGAN), SUNGPAN. 
CHONGPA. 

MIENCHOW. 

ANHSIEN. 


MIENCHU. 


TEHYANG. 

HANCHOW. 

SINTU. 
CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL SUBJECTS ROR THANKSGIVING 


AND 
LET US THANK GOD 


For the greatly improved situation in the Diocese, nila 
the prospect of missionaries all being able to return to 
their stations this autumn. 

For the courage and optimism of the Christians in re- 
starting services, often in circumstances of real difficul 
For the new opportunities through the friendly attitude 
now shown by outsiders; and for the prospects of fresh 

centres being opened up. 

For the friendliness of General and Madame Chiang 
Kai Shih, and the way in which they are identifying them- 
selves with Christians and encouraging missionary work. 


For the deliverance of Mr. W. R. Clark from the hands | 


of robbers. | 
For the life and work of the Rev. J. H. Horsburgh, 


and for the results of his adventurous faith in the early 


days of the C.M.S. Mission. 


LET US PRAY 


That the general situation in China may not divert 


the forces now engaged in the task of restoring law and 


order in Szechwan, so that there may be no recurrence 
of distress. 

That the important matter of the division of the 
Diocese may be entirely under God’s guidance, so that 
all concerned may know and do His Will. 

That the funds so sorely needed for relief of distress 
in the Diocese may be forthcoming; and especially for the 
Christians in such places of Yingshan, where they are re- 
ported to be ‘‘ in a condition of appalling want.”’ 

For God’s blessing on all the plans for training men 
and women workers; and that He will raise up some of 
the specially trained and gifted leaders who are so much 


needed for building up the Church. For the supply of 


needed workers in the B.C.M.S. area. 
That the Chinese Christians may realise and be willing 
to shoulder their responsibility for teaching inquirers and 
catechumen. 

For the proposed meetings of the East and North Sub- 


Synod at Chiihsien at the end of October. 


For the little church in Mowchow, that its members 
may have faith and courage to carry them through their 
time of trial due to the present Red occupation; for 
revival in Tehyang; and that the church in Chongkiang 
may not lose its evangelistic zeal. 
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PRAYER ROR THE DIOCESE ORF 
WESTERN CHINA. 


Almighty God who hast purchased to Thyself a universal church 


through the precious blood of Thy dear Son, and hast promised | 


that the Holy Spirit shall abide with that Church forever, we thank 
Thee for Thy people whom Thou hast redeemed in the Diocese 
of Western China. Especially we praise Thee for Thy servants 
Bishop Ku and Bishop Song, and for all the clergy, catechists, Bible 
women. teachers and others, who are facing with faith and courage 
the problems of these difficult days May the things which have © 
happened turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel. Grant that, 
while loving their country and seeking its highest welfare, Thy 
servants may joyfully recognise that their citizenship is in Heaven. 
Help them to be zealous as fishers of men. Make them faithful 
and loving as shepherds of the flock. Fill them with Thy Spirit. 
Make them mighty in the Scriptures. Strengthen them where they 
are weakest. Look with mercy upon those who are in danger and 
distress through the horrors of brigandage, and the oppression of 
lawless soldiery. Restore any who through fear of man, the love 
of the world, or the attacks of Satan, have wandered from Thee, 
or lost their first love; and so revive Thy work by Thy Spirit in the 
hearts of all that Thy Church may be to Thy praise and glory and 


_ that from Thy people the Word of Life may sound forth rae sre 


the whole of Western China. 


_ We pray also for Bishop Holden and all the foreign missionary 
workers. Give them a fresh anointing of Thy Spirit, and prepare 
them in heart and mind for the new conditions which they are facing. 
Graciously use those who are compelled to remain at home, and 
grant that their places may be filled by others whom Thou hast | 
called and chosen to share the privilege of preaching ia China the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. We ask all in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 2 f 
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